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N a few weeks Lieutenant Peary
will start on his long heralded at-
tempt to pedch the pole by what
f5 known 8s the “Greenland route.”

1t fs probable therefore  that the
dawn of & new century wlll see one
of two things: Eilther the dlstovery
of the Pole or another great Arotic
tragedy.

Will Peary be able to overcome the

terrible difficuliiss of the Polar lce
barrier? ‘Polar history iz full of death

JULY 4, 1897.
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The Polarlg salled up the Sound Just aa
Yeary will sail In & few duys, In due time
the vessel mate itz way through Smitl's

Sound, Keunnedy Channel and Rpbeson's
Channel |
Late in October, 1872, the Poluris was |

loeked fast In the heavy poack lee off Lit-
tloton Isinndi For weeks the ship hid
been in the nip and proctieally  helpless
She ereaked and groaned uneeasingly o
overy timber.

Of the eveénlng of October 157 thore came

a sudden alarm {lat the vessel had sprung
dleak, Pomps were rigged nnd  majmed.

quimtux children, one of whom was &0
infunt,

The lopg Arctle night had commenced,
anil when the ehip brdke away a lesvy
gnow wis falllug, ! .

The entive cotimisenrint canslsted of four-
teen cans of pemmicnn, one-éan of dried up-
ples, fourteen lianms and eleven bags of hriead.
Two bonts hal been saved from the general
wreek, nnd it these varlous atiemptls were
mude-to reach the shore, but In vain,

Onece they sighted the Polarls ten miles
dtutant, and colors were holsted.  Agaln the
vessel dropped behind the heavy bergs and

Arctic Seas.

but it hnd to be done. Ten days after
the separatipn from the Polarls Captain
“Pyson was 50 wenk that he stnggered ns he
winlked,

In ithis emergency the Esguimaux killed
ang ste two of the dogs.

The just sizht of the sun wns had on
| 'Oetober 26, and the long six mouths' night
| begnn In earnest., Within {le ‘nvext two
weeks five dogs.were shot for foud, lenving
only four. About the middle of Nevéember
one of the Esquimaux shot & small gepl
Upon this. Chptain Tyson dined, eating raw,
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unoooled  seal medt, halr, skim, blubber lous places, hoplag to eateh any foxes or

Eighteen Souls All Told—Mzn, Women and Children—Lived Through the Long Aurctic Night of Six Mornths with a Bit of Floating Ice for 2 Home.

SIX MONTHS ON AN ICEBERG!

The. Unparalleled Story of Capfain Tvson, Only Survivor of
| the Polaris Expedition and His Dreary Driit
on a BlocRk of Ice in 4

that the “men Hod wolfialh  eyes. L\‘u']: . : |
furfhier explanntlon wons needed. The ot i 1 r
poor ft-ll:t\'!fe:iriu‘.l limLullm snllors w:::LIl-i : T Ga.pta-in TSSO'.'I Py the PrOper way tO ReaCh thﬁ POIC. : !
kill and ent the Esquimavs men and their | ® s it Dhhe: Joncnal: .
famililes, : Dear Bir: I have read with grisat interest of the coming expedition .of = .1
in the fiopeo emiergsncy of dnrkness. the | g J-cutenant Peary to the polar reglans As g man of some experience in : 1
rookless sallors broke up one of the boats | ® that direction I will say that I do not think he will succead {n his design - [
to Ught thelr snow hut. The dally allow- : of réaching the pole. :
unee of ratlons had been reduced to six | @ The way to reach the north pole, according to'my notion, is by the o 1
ouneces of brepd and five ounces of meat l: way of Franz Jasef Land. : }I
plini\l:tfl'!:l the latter part of Deeember, It : S Eballive Lhiﬂ puder, pessqpably PAyneabis oS ENDS i ‘pnleca.tl_'bﬂ : H
beEiito: g0 Tighter wag. the' two Baqul- | ® reached from Franz Josef Land in sixty days. The start ought to be P
manx reported that tley conld see seils : mads as early as possible in the Spring—that Is to say, some timerin  a==
under the fee. Food ten feet away and| @ April. . :
no meats o get to 16 The thought was | @ Leaving Franz Josef Land, they would step right out on the fce- @
maddening, : flelds stretohing away to the northward. They would have'to take with : 4]
Tlht‘l ‘-i""i’-‘““_"ﬁ brealifast of the miserable | @ themgood dogs to transport the equipments and stores and & light'boat &
{.’::.l:"m;._?":m;:::f0.511::::2; :;n;'::m::ﬁj;m::; : of wood; or, better yet, aluminum. They could not get along without : |
min~ind o small quantlty of senls blood. : the ‘boat, inasmuch as they would be lkely to come Acrofs open water : i
Only  pine cans of pemmican and six | ® from time to time, I am not a bellever, however, in the théory that o
bops of brend were left. : the pole s surrounded by open woter; nor, on the oiher hand, do I & °
The two Hegulmius hunted daily desper- | @ think that it i8 in the midst of a great land nuiss. Froebably there Is and : -
ately, but without &uccess, They were | @  archipelago of islinds up thers, In the midst of an icy sea. L
hunting to save thelr wives and ehildren | S Regarding Peary's propoked expedition. I see no reason for supposing :
::i:];ﬁ '?"-.i:i,‘.:ﬂ‘:rm}hhorriME s ”.m" ® that he will get any further than he has already got, 8o long as he sticks ' ‘.f
g1 s R Vek SRR R : to the Greenland route, The comparatively easy and sure path is the g
: one I have {ndicated, CEORGE E. TYSON, :‘ b
= Wwashlngton, 0. C., June 30., : e
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The Whaleboat in Which Captain Tyson and His Half-Starved Comrades Made Their Escape After Being Washed Off the Floe.

tand fallures.

The oldest Arctic explorer living
is probably Captain George B, Ty-
gon, now connected with the War
Department in Washington. He s
the last surviving officer of the Ill-
feted Polarls, in which Commandsr
(ifrles Francls Hall was lost,

Read the story of Captaln Tyson's
‘drift down the -Arctic seas for 1,500
miles on an. lce floe with seventesn
companions, and you will begin to
. reglize the difficulties which™ Lieuten-
i int Peary willl encountet;

Taed to Polar Seas,
“aptaln Tyaon was thoroughly famillar
w fitn the Arctle reglons betore he was
et dtuged ng navigutor and master of sledges

Ly Commander Charles Franels Hall on the

L HEETd nted Polarls expedition, which salled

frab A the Brooklyn Nayvy Yard on June 20,
el s

“The piece
to enz

Salline Myister Buddington, In a moment of
excltement, ordered ‘everything ‘throws
ot on the lee™

Night had already fallen, apd the sailors
conld senreély see enclhiother as they tolled
awey at the packnges of elbthing, Instru-
ments and p&n‘lsiurm e fumor of 4 leak
turned out to be 4 false alakm, The lee
hegan to erack all dbout the ship.

Balllng Master Buddipngton rushed to the
side of the vessel and ovdered the sallors
to take the provisions ns far back on the
fee as possible: They were engaged In
this work when there came o roar and a
piittle llke @ beavy musketry fire, and the
ship &louk herkell free from the ice und
diggppeared In the thick darkness, leaving
Uapiain Tyson and geventeen humdy beings
on the lee floe,

Captain Tyson Uast Awny.

Besldes Captaln Tyson there were Fred-
etick Meyers and the metéorvologist of the
expedition, the Btewnrd, the cook, six
senmen, two Hsquimanx men, and five B

_of ice teit to the party of cighteen was dbout the
ible the party to - reach shore. Snow houses were

(From: n Bketeh Made 25 Years Ago.)

wns pone, - The floe, upon which the party
wore cast away began to drift. Soon gfter-
ward the flte hroke in halt’ and enrried
fwway oie of the boats and six bags of
Lirend,

THe plece of loe left’ to the party of
elghteen was nbout the dréa of a clty block.
After the first break othérs: citme In rapld
gnepersion, The weather wos bitter cold,
and prayers. were constunt that the Jee
wonld grow strong enough to enable the
party to reach ghore,

Snow housey were bullt, after the manper
of the Esqumayz, and only twe menls
# duy were dllowed. To make matters
worge, some hongry ndividual hoad begun
to systematienlly rob the provision stores,
lp conseqnence of which o wateh was set.

Six Monthy' Night Begins,

Captain Tyson established o regulhr rate
of eleven outiceg for adults nnd half mtlons
for the children. It was preétty hard for
gotiie of the sallors to come down to thiy,
and there was a good deal of grumbling,

area of a city block,

and nil

The sallors were quartered (n a large
snow house of thelr own, while “Huns" and
“lon,' the two Esquimanxz, liad bullt sep-
arate. estahllshments fr- thelr wives and |
children. Captalp Trsod lved with *Joe™
and his wife, leaving the surly sailors to
themselves.

At the ond of the first month of drifting
A1l haopes of seelng the Foloris agaln
fiad vanlshed, The 1ittle twillght that
stlil remained left thett enrly In December,
and they drifted along In total darkness
with the moauning and creaking polar lee
nll about them,

Jiving on Fox Ment,

A fox wis shot. Poor, serawny, with al-
most mo flosh op-Its frame. It was still
cleanly picked, down to.the bones. The
dally allowance was uppartioned out by
ounces, and still ‘the  men sappeared to
grow wenker.

At the end of twb months one aof the
Esquimaux brought hils guu and honded 1t

seils thnt might make thelr way to the
floe from nalghboring bergs. Hans shot
a seal, -but lost bim.

That unlght Haps's wife cooked a few
pleces of drled sealskin that had been
saved for patclilng clothies. The refuse of
the aofl lamp was esten. The sdllors
gupped on o blebber and = few pleces of
sealskin.

There was great rejolcing when “Joe
the Bsguimaux shot a small seal. Among
eighteen hungry persons it did not go very
far. But It must be mnde to last pot one
el but two. .

A Seanty Bill of Fare.

On New Year's Coptiln Tyson dined on
three feet of frozen seal's entrails and
some  hlubber,

The Ilnst scraps of the seal had dlsap-
peared and the men had grown more des-
perate than ever when sgaln eame the wel-
coming news that “Joc" had ghot a senl,

Captain: Tyson ordered the small animal
to ba tnken to *Joe's" but by the saliors,

The snilors disobeyed and eonveyed It to
thoir own habitatlon snd divided it to sult
themselves, leaving practieally nothing to
{he poor man who killed it

The met bad become thoroughly fright-
ened by thelr terrible bordships.  Even the
tinedy Esquitinuy, gecustomed ns they were
th the cold and starvition, confessed that
they bad never endureéd sich an ordenl.

On Janunry 18, three months after the
commencement of the delft, the sun &
appesred. The sighy of It was halled with
feelings of the deepest joy. It meaunt many
ihlngs to tho: castaways, but more than all
It meant adided facllities for hunting.

The slghit'of the sun seemed to bring the
migerable belngs nedrer to land, nearer to
humnnity and nenrer to safety. Thelr dreift,
Lowever, wns not half over. The return of
the sunodld not seem to aflect the ther
mometer, and half the time the mercory
was frozen,

Late in Januwary the last dog died, belag
Nterally sterved to death. Frozen sealskin
beeame a regulsr diet and there was pre-
c¢logs lttle of that., The EHsguimaux chil-
dron cried constintly with honger.

Ice Floe Hreaking Up.

On March 17 the lee floe begun to break
up. It eracked and rattied and rolled with
o gound like thunder. It resembied the tur-
moll of un enrtbguake. Eventunlly the foe
Uroke tegr the spot where the castawnys
fnd built- thelr hnts, Other pleces Lroke
away untll the floe upon which the party

was floatlng was only seventy-five by one
handred yards In-dimensions.
To make mitters worse they awgre sur- :
ronnded by crashing snd grinding loebergs, |
Ou April 1 the pirty tonk to thie boat
and after being almost swampod specsedod
In reaching g Inrke floe. As {he/days palsed
mntters beeame worse for the Hitie pusty. |
The ice szaln hegan 1o coack and capilts
They were eventually washed out of thelr
huts by the ses snd sgain took to/the boaty

Onee more they landod on & large i
floe, wherg they managed to exist for &
weel, Then the sea began to bresk over &
them. Al the provisions were placed fa.
thie boat with the women =nd children.
Each suececeding wave would wash the bosg o
all but off the lée. The men eclinglng to |
the gunwales would Tush’ it back, rendy
fér another delege, e B

In this way the entiye olight of .!ﬂtu
20 was passed with the thermometer clasy
to zero. They - hBad all ‘but civen tp holﬁi £
when, at 430 o'clotk on the momlag of
April 24, over six months bfter they wers
¢ast away, s steamer was sighied 'bald.gz
down on them. She was gopn 1 hows
evpr, and the  wretched  belngs sgain
into u state of despondeney

Filve days afterward another sleampn
was sighted. She proved to 1 ‘s Bealer,
the Theeoss, from  Conceptlon Blr.'gﬂ-
fr"?'fﬁlm;ilgfawa 8 were taken on honed

"he ¢ W

bathed and msx-nnared o r.nnzir 3 %
ent.
t Tiwv had drifted rover 1,500 ﬂl?ﬂﬁ

nothing under them but & plece of
the deep sed.

: After the first break others came in rapid succession, The weather was bitter cold, and pray
built, after the manner of the Esquimaux, and only two meals a day were allowed. To make matters Worse,

the provision stores, in consequence of which a watch was set.”
(From the Description by Capt. Tyson.) -

some hungry

!

ers were constant that theice would grow strong
individual had begin to systematically ro*

eno’



